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COMPENSATION FOR MALICIOUS INJURIES IN 
IRELAND. 


Letter to the Provisional Government. 


Downing Street, 

„ 26 th July , 1922. 

Sir, 3 

His Majesty’s Government have lately given anxious consideration 
to certain insistent questions of difficulty arising out of the arrange- 
ments made for the payment of compensation to persons who have 
suffered m Southern Ireland injuries that would normally have entitled 
them to compensation under the Criminal Injuries Acts. They 
feel sure that the same urgent problems must have forced themselves 
upon the attention of the Provisional Government. They desire me 
therefore, to communicate with you fully on the subject 


. As outcome of an agreement between the two Governments 
in January last, the Compensation (Ireland) Commission has been 
established under the Chairmanship of Lord Shaw of Dunfermline to 
deal with cases of maUcious injury to property sustained between 
January 21st 1919, and July 11th, 1921. His Majesty’s Government 
understand that nine cases of considerable variety have been heard 
and decided by this Commission, and that these have created pre- 
cedents which should lead to the settlement, without difficulty and 
probably without formal hearing of a much greater number. Thev 
understand also that steps have already been taken by the Commission, 
with the help of the Provisional Government, for the appointment 
of agents who will investigate outstanding cases locally, and will be 
■empowered to settle them without delay in so far as the compensation 
to be awarded may be agreed. This procedure is entirely in accord 
with the understanding reached m January last. On the other hand 

f £ m staitin § t0 dis P°se Of claims on this agreed 
y t m has naturally caused apprehension and sometimes hardship 
among those whose claims await settlement. While the two Govern 
ments share the ultimate responsibility for meeting the financial charge 
involved, the immediate power of resolving those anxieties must in 
the circumstances rest primarily with the Provisional Government. 
They have undertaken to pay in the first instance awards made by the 
Commission or arising out of decrees previously given by the Courts 
? de f end ed cases, and they alone can secure to the Officers of the Crown 

His the “ duties - 



TW -u r 7 uy une jrrovisionai Government. 

They des re, however to be m a position authoritatively to relieve 
the anxiety of those who from time to time approach them as jointly 
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Tesponsible with the Provisional Government for the performance 
of the January agreement. They would, therefore, welcome an early 
official assurance that payment has actually been made in all cases 
that have matured for payment and will be made in outstanding 
cases as these are determined or agreed. They would also be glad of 
a like assurance as to the progress of the work of local investigation. 

3. It was also agreed in January last that claims in respect of 
malicious injuries, whether to persons or property, sustained after 
July 11th, 1921, should be dealt with in the usual way by the County 
Courts and discharged by the local authorities. That decision was 
reached in the hope that a resumption of normal civil life in Ireland 
would allow such claims to be readily presented by the individual, 
heard in the course of ordinary business by the Court, and paid by the 
local authorities within whose areas the injuries had been committed. 
In practice this resumption of peaceful life has been delayed by persons 
acting in defiance of the Provisional Government, whose challenge to 
its authority has recently, after long forbearance, been met by force 
of arms. From this delay have followed two consequences vitally 
affecting the arrangement made in January for the compensation of 
persons who have sustained injuries since the Truce of July 11th of 
last year. 

4. The most striking of these consequences has lain in the whole- 
sale destruction of Irish property, the numerous injuries to Irish citizens 
which have been inflicted during the fighting which began a month 
ago and is in progress at the date of this despatch. His Majesty’s 
Government observe that an official notice was published in the 
Dublin Gazette of July 11th, inviting those, who have sustained loss to 
their property on or since June 27th in the course of the military opera- 
tions of the National Army, to lodge with the Provisional Government 
particulars of their claims. They infer from this notice that the Pro- 
visional Government have been moved to contemplate the settlement 
of this large body of claims on a national rather than on a local basis. 
While, however, the responsibility for meeting these claims to com- 
pensation must rest upon the Irish Government, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment cannot divest themselves of a duty to see that such claims are 
met equitably and as promptly as inevitable difficulties allow. They 
would, therefore, be glad if the Provisional Government would inform 
them fully and authoritatively of the measures which they are adopting 
to meet these exceptional claims in respect of injuries whether to person 
or property. 

5. A second consequence of the delay in the return to normal 
conditions in Southern Ireland has also engaged the anxious considera- 
tion of His Majesty’s Government. A number of cases have come to 
their notice of persons who have suffered malicious injury to person 
and property since July 11th of last year, but who have been deterred 
or prevented by the very causes which led up to the recent fighting 
from prosecuting their lawful claims in the normal way. In some such 
cases, though notices have been lodged, the Courts have been unable 
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to sit and deal with them, in others the injured party h^s been deterred 1 
from giving notice of claim for fear of prejudicing thereby, before 
order should be restored, the welfare or safety of himself or of kinsmen 
who have remained in Ireland. Prominent among these latter cases 
are those Of men lately serving in the Royal Irish Constabulary who 
have been murdered or otherwise injured in person or property by 
criminals inspired by motives of revenge towards their victims and 
ill-will towards the Provisional Government. In this matter also 
His Majesty’s Government feel that they have alike inalienable respon- 
sibility. They are led to believe, by the indication of policy con- 
tained in the published notice of July 11th as well as by the prompt 
and considerate answer made to their representations of May 13th 
on behalf of persons who have been compelled to flee from Ireland, that 
the Provisional Government will not have been slow to take such cases 
into account and to consider whether it may not be necessary to 
devise some special procedure for dealing with them, in order to secure 
the end upon which the two Governments reached agreement last 
January. They hope that the Provisional Government may, there- 
fore, already be in a position to indicate to them some special and 
effective measure for dealing with such cases, so that they may in their 
turn be enabled to re-assure those who have appealed to them in respect 
of injuries suffered since the Truce but otherwise than in the course of 
the recent open fighting. 

6. I am to add that His Majesty’s Government will be happy to 
consult immediately with representatives of the Provisional Govern- 
ment should it appear that such consultation would accelerate a solu- 
tion of these urgent difficulties. They propose to lay the terms of this 
letter before Parliament in due course as an indication of their policy 
in reply, to the many petitioners w 7 ho have urgently approached them 
and to whose losses and sufferings its enquiries relate. They hope to 
receive the reply of the Provisional Government in a form which will 
enable it to be laid before Parliament. 

I am, etc., 

MARK STURGIS, 

Secretary to the Provisional 
Government of Ireland Committee of the Cabinet.. 


The Secretary, 

Provisional Government op Ireland, 
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